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2. To pafs through the whole extenfion. 

Matter, once bereaved of motion, cannot of itfelf ac- 
qu.re it again, nor till it be ftruck by fome other body from 
without, or be mtrmfically moved by an immaterial felf-adive 
fubftance, that can penetrate and pervade it. Bentley. 

VVhat but Ood ? 

Pervades, adjufts and agitates the whole. Thom fan. 

paffing Zo^: [fn>m ^ ] The « 

If fufion be made rather by the ingrefs and tranfeurfions of 
c atoms of fire, than by the bare propagation of that mo¬ 
tion, with which fire beats upon the outfide of the veflels, that 
contain the matter to be melted j both thofe kinds of fluidity, 
a(cribed to faltpetre, will appear to be caufed by the pervafton 
of a foreign body. 1 rf , 

PE n a ERJ i E - afij ' ^ P frVl ~ rs ' Fr. perverjus, Lat.] 

1. Diftorted from the right. J 

And nature breeds 

r J? e /- Ver fe‘ > nion ftious, all prodigious things. Milton. 

2. Obftinatc in the wrong; ftubborn ; untradlable. 

Then for the teftimony of truth haft born 
Universal reproach ; far worfe to bear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care 
To ftand approv’d in fight of God, though worlds 
Judg’d thee perverje. Milton's Paradtfe Loti. 

I o fo perverje a fex all grace is vain, 

It gives them courage to offend again. Dryden 

3. Petulant; vexatious. 

Oh gentle Romeo, 

If thou doft love, pronounce it faithfully. 

Or if you think I am too quickly won. 

I’ll frown and be perverje, and lay thee nay. 

So thou wilt wooe : but elfe not for the world. Shakjp, 
Perversely, adv. [from ferverfe. J With intent to vex; 
peevilhly; vexatioufly; fpitefully; crofsly ; with petty ma¬ 
lignity. r 1 

Men perverjely take up picqucs and difplcafures at others, 
and then every opinion of the difliked perlon muft partake of 

u , Deca y of pi “y- 

Men that do not perverjely ufe their words, or on purpol'e 
fet themfelvcs to cavil, feldotn miftakc the fignification of 
the names of fimple ideas. Locke. 

A patriot is a dangerous poft. 

When wanted by his country mod, 

Perverjely comes in evil times. 

Where virtues are imputed crimes. Swift 

Perverseness. n.J [from perverje.] ' 

I. Petulance; peeviflinefs ; (piteful croflnds. 

A wholefome tongue is a tree of life; pcrvtrjcnejs therein 
is a breach in the fpirit. Proverbs xv. 4. 

Virtue hath fome pcrvtrjenejs ; for (he will 
Neither believe her good, nor others ill. Donne. 

He whom he wifhts mod, (hall feldom gain 
Through her perverjenejs ; but (hall fee her gain’d 
By a far worfe. Milton's Paradije Lojl. 

I he perverjenejs of my fate is fuch, 

1 hat he’s not mine, becaufe he’s mine too much. Dryden. 

When a friend in kindnefs tries 
I o (hew you where your error lies, 

Conviction does but more incenfe ; 

Perverjenejs is your whole defence. Swift. 

2. Pcrverfion ; corruption. Not in ufe. 

Neither can this be meant of evil governours or tyrants • 
for they are often eftablifhed as lawful potentates ; but of 
fome perverjenejs and defection in the very nation itfelf. 

_ Bacon. 

Ter version. n.J. [perverjion, Fr. from perverje.] The act 
of perverting; change to fomething worfe. 

Women to govern men, (laves freemen, are much in the 
fame degree ; all being total violations and perverjtons of the 
laws of nature and nations. Bacon. 

He fuppofes that whole reverend body are fo far from dif- 
liking popery, that the hopes of enjoying the abby lands 
would be an effectual incitement to their perverjion. Swijt. 
Perversity. n.J. [perverjte, Fr. from perverje.] Perverfe- 
nefs; crofliiefs. 

What ftrange perverjty is this of man ! 

W hen ’twas a crime to taftc th’ inlightning tree. 

He could not then his hand refrain. Norris. 

loPERVE'RT. v. a. [pervert 0, Lat. pervertir, Fr,] 

I. I o diftort from the true end or purpoic. 

Inllead of good they may work ill, and pervert juftice to 
extreme injufticc. Spenjer's State of Ireland. 

If thou feeft the oppreflion of the poor, and violent per¬ 
verting of juftice iu a province, marvel not. EccluJ. v. 8. 

If then his providence 
Out of our evil feck to bring forth good. 

Our labour muft be to pervert that end. 

And out of good (till to find means of evil. Milton. 

He has perverted my meaning by his glollcs ; and inter¬ 
preted my words into blafphcmy, of which they were not 
guilty. Dryden. 

4 


Porphyry has wrote a volume to explain thlo 
nymphs with more piety than judgment ; and * 155 * th < 
has perverted it into oblcenity ; and both allegorS 
2 . To corrupt; to turn from the right; oppofed t' ^ 
which is to turn from the wrong tolhe ri»ht ° Convcrt > 
1 he heinous and defpiteful ad 
Of Satan, done in Paradife, and how 
He in the ferpent had perverted Eve, 

Her hulband (he, to tafte the fatal fruit. 

Was known in heav’n. n 

Perve'rter. J [from pervert.] " Loft. 

1. One that changes any thing from good to bad • a 
Where a child finds his own parents his perverters 

not be fo properly born, as damned into the world ’ ^ T 

2. One who dt(forts any thing from the right purpofe ^ 

He that reads a prohibition in a divine law, had 1. 

well fatisfied about the fenfe he gives it, left he inr l* 
wrath of God, and be found a p t , Ler ofhlaw KS 

Pl A v ^S. B1E - 

Pervica'ciousness. -) 

Pervica'city. ( n - JlP tr y ‘ c<’oiayLzt from pervicacious .'] 

Pervi'cacy. 3 Spiteful obftinacy. 

PERVIOUS, aelj. [pervius, Latin.] 

I. Admitting paftage ; capable of being permeated. 

1 he Egyptians tiled to fay, that unknown darknef* i s the 

ot thewirld; bvdarknefs the / «»» g* 

whole fccrets are pervious to no eye. jJa 

Lcda’s twins 

Confpicuous both, and both in ad to throw 
I her trembling lances brandfth’d at the foe, 

^jor hai * ( bey mifs’d ; but he to thickets fled, 

Conceal’d from aiming (pears, not pervious to the deed. 

Thofe lodged in other earth, more lax and pervimfie- 
cayed in trad of time, and rotted at length. Woodward 
P c L rn eat ' n g- This fenfe js not proper. 

What is this little, agile, pervious fire, 

I his flutt’ring motion which we call the mind l Prior 
apa(foge WESS ' ”‘ J ’ tfrom P‘™ ious '] Quality of admitting 

The peivioujnejs of our receiver to a body much more 
fubtile than air, proceeded partly from the looier texture of 
that gJals the receiver was made of, and partly from the cnot- 
mous heat, which opened the pores of the glafs. Boole. 

1 here will be found another difference befides that of ter- 
■J^jnejs. Holler's Elements oj Speech. 

Peru kk. n.J [peruque, Fr.] A cap of falfe hair; a pe/iwi- 
1 put him on a linen cap, and his peruke over that. 

D _. JVifemn . 

J o I ERU KE. V. <7. [from the noun.] To drefs in adfc.titious 
hair. 

Peri/kemaker. n.J [peruke .and maker.] A maker of pe¬ 
rukes ; a wigmaker. 

Peru'sa l. [from per ufe.] The act of reading. 

As pieces of miniature muft be allowed a clofer infpedion, 
fo this ueatile requires application in the perujal. Woodward. 

It upon a new perujal you think it is written in the very 
fpmt ot the ancients, it defervesyour care, and is capable of 

^ be ^‘^ Ved ’ r Anbury. 

T. o PERL bE. v. a. [per and uje.] 

1. To read. 

Peruje this writing here, and thou (halt know 
The treafon. ghakejp. Richard U. 

I lie petitions being thus prepared, do you conftantly fet 
apart an hour in a day to peruje thofe petitions. Bacon. 

Carefully obferve, whether he taftes the diftinguifhing per¬ 
fections or the fpecifick qualities of the author whom he 
pe iefes. Addifon s Speclator, N 9 409. 

2. To obferve ; to examine. 

I hear the enemy ; 

Out fome light horfemen, and peruje their wings. ShakeJ 
I’ve perus'd her well; 

Beauty and honour in her are fo mingled. 

That they have caught the king. Shakejpeare. 

Mylelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey’d. Milton's Paradije LoJ. 

Ieruser. «.y. [from peruje.] A reader; examiner. 

I he difficulties and hefitations of every one will be ac¬ 
cording to the capacity of each perujer, and as his penetra¬ 
tion into nature is greater or lefs. IFoodward. 

Pesade, n.J. 

Pejade is a motion a horfc makes in rafting or lifting up his 
forequarters, keeping his hind legs upon the ground without 
Erring. Farrier's DIB. 

PESSARY. 


P E S 

Pe'ssary. n.J. [pejjarie, Fr. ] Is an oblong form of medicine, 
made to thruft up into the uterus upon fome extraordinary 
occafions. _ _ 

Of cantharides he preferibes five in a pejjary, cutting olt 
their heads and feet, mixt with myrrh. Arhuthnot. 

PEST. n. J [pefle, Fr. peps, Lat.J 

1. Plague; peftilence. 

Let fierce Achilles 

The god propitiate, and the pejl affuage. Pope. 

2. Any thing mifehievous or deftrudlive. 

The pejl a virgin’s face and bofom bears, 1 

High on her crown a rifing fnake appears, > 

Guards her black front, and hides in her hairs. Pope, j 
At her words die hellilh pejl 

Forbore. Milton's Paradije LoJ. 

Of all virtues juftice is the beft ; 

Valour without it is a common pejl. Waller. 

To Pe'ster. v. a. [pejer, Fr.] 

1. To difturb ; to perplex ; to harafs ; to turmoil. 

Who then (hall blame 
His pejer'd fenfes to recoil and ftart, 

When all that is within him does condemn 

Itfelf for being there. Shakejpeare's Macbeth. 

He hath not fail’d to pejer us with meffage. 

Importing the furrender of thofe lands. Shakejpeare. 

We are pejered with mice and rats, and to this end the 
cat is very ferviceable. More's Antidote againjl Atheijn. 

They did fo much pejer the church and grolsly delude the 
people, diat contradictions themfelves aflerted by Rabbies were 
equally revered by them as the infallible will of God. 

South’s Sermons. 

A multitude of fcribblers daily pejler the world with their 
infufferable (luff. D-yden. 

At home he was purfu’d with noife ; 

Abroad was pejer d by the boys. Swift. 

2. To encumber. 

Fitches and peafe 

For pej'ring too much on a hovel they lay. Puffer. 

Confin’d and pejer d m this pinfold here. 

Strive to keep up a frail and feverfth being. Milton. 

Pe'sterer. n.J. [from pejler.] One that peiters or difturbs. 
Pe'sterous. adj. [from pejler.] Encumbering; cumberlome. 
In the ftatute againft vagabonds note the diflike the par¬ 
liament had of goaling them, as that which was chargeable, 
pejlerous, and of no open example. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Pe'sthouse. n.J. [from pej and houje] An hofpital for per- 
fons infeCled with the plague. 

JPesti'ferous. adj. [from pejlijer, Lat.] 

1. Deftrudive; mifehievous. 

Such is thy audacious wickednefs. 

Thy leud, pejifrous and difientious pranks, 

The very infants prattle of thy pride. Shakejp. 

You, that have difeover’d fccrcts, and made fuch pejlije- 
rous reports of men nobly held, muft die. Shakejp. 

2. Peftilential; malignant; infedious, 

It is eafy to conceive how the fteams of pejiferous bodies 

- .1 " J " , ‘ 1 J 1 ' Arhuthnot. 


taint the air, while they are alive and hot. 

Pe'stilencE. n.J. [pejlilmce, Fr. pejilentia, Lat.] Plagu 
peft; contagious diftemper. 

The red pejilence fttike all trades in Rome, 

And occupations perifti. Shakejp. 

When my eyes beheld Olivia firft, 

Methought (he purg’d the air of pejlilence. Shakejp. 

Pe stilent, adj. [pejhltnt, Fr. pejilens , Lat.J 

1. Producing plagues; malignant. 

Great ringing of bells in populous cities diffipated pejilent 
air, which may be from the concuffion of the air, and not 
from the found. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

To tl'ofc people that dwell under or near the equator, a 
perpetual fpring would be a moll pejlilent and infupportable 
fummer. Bentley's Sermons. 

7 . Mifehievous; deftrudive. 

There is nothing more contagious and pejilent than fome 
kinds of harmony ; than fome nothing more ftrong and potent 
unto good. Hooker , b. v. J 38. 

Hoary moulded bread the foldiers thrufting upon their 
fpears railed againft king Ferdinand, who with fuch corrupt 
and pejilent bread would feed them. Knolles. 

Which prefident, of pejlilent import, 

Againft thee, Henry, had been brought. Daniel. 

The world abounds with pejilent books, written againft 
this dodrine. Swift's Mijcellanies. 

3 - In ludicrous language, it is ufed to exaggerate the meaning 
of another word. 

One pejilent fine, 

His beard no bigger though than thine, 

Walked on before the reft. 


Suckling. 

producing peftilence; 

Therewith the air palling into the lungs, infed the mafs 
of blood, and lay the foundation of pcjlilential fevers. Woodw. 


Pestile NTIAL. adj. [pejilencicl, Fr. pejilens , Lat.] 
1. Partaking of the nature of peftilence; producingp 
ijifedious; contagious. 


PET 

Fire involv’d 

In pejilential vapours, flench and fmoak. Auu.jsn. 

2. Mifehievous; deftrudive ; pernicious. 

If government depends upon religion, then this (hews the 
pcjlilential defign of thofe that attempt to disjoin the civil and 
ecclefiaftical interefts. South's Sermons. 

Pe stilently. adv. [from pejilent.] Mifchievoully; de- 
ftrudively. 

Pestilla'tioN. n.J. [pifilium, Lat.] The ad of pounding 
or breaking in a mortar. 

The bed diamonds are comminublc, and fo far from 
breaking hammers, that they fubmit unto pef illation, and re¬ 
fill not any ordinary peltle. Brown's Vulgar Errcurs. 

Pestle. n.J. [pijhtlum, Lat.] An inftrument with which 
any thing is broken in a mortar. 

What real alteration can the beating of the pefle make in 
any body, but of the texture of it. Locke. 

Upon our vegetable food the teeth and jaws ad as the pejlle 
and mortar. Arhuthnot on Aliments. 

Pestle of Pork. n.J. A gammon of bacon. AinJ. 

Pet. n.J [This word is of doubtful etymology ; from dcjpii, 
Fr. or impetus, Lat. perhaps it may be derived fome way 
from petit, as it implies only a little tame or fret.] 

1. A flight paffion ; a flight fit of anger. 

If all the world 

Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulfe, 

Drink the clear ilrcain, and nothing wear but freeze, 

Th’ all-giver would be unthankt, would be unprais d. 

ATuton . 

If wc cannot obtain every vain thing we a(k, our next bu- 
finefs is to take pet at the retulal. L'Ejlrange. 

Life, given lor noble purpofbs, muft not be thrown up in 
a pet, nor whined away in love. Collier. 

They caufe the proud their vifits to cl. lay. 

And fend the godly in a pet to pray. Pope. 

2. A lamb taken into the houlv, and brought up by hand. A 

Cade lamb. [Probably from petit, little.] Hanmer. 

PETAL. n.J. [Jetalum, Latin.] 

Petal is a term in botany, lignifying thofe fine coloured 
leaves that compofe the flowers or all plants : whence plants 
are diltingufthed into monopetalous, whole flower is one con¬ 
tinued leaf; tripetalous, pentapetalous and polypctalous, 
when they coniift of three, rive or many leaves. Quincy. 

Peta'lous. adj. [frompetal.] Having petals. 

Pe tard. ^ [f tlard ^'r. petardo, Italian.] 

A petard is an engine of metal, alinoft in the Ihape of an 
hat, about feven inches deep, and about five inches over at 
the mouth : when charged with fine powder well beaten, it 
is covered with a maJiier or plank, bound down fall with 
ropes, running through handles, which are round the rim 
near the mouth of it: this petard is applied to gates or bar¬ 
riers of fuch places as are deiigned to be furprized, to blow 
them up ; they are alio ufed in countermines to break through 
into the enemies galleries, Military Did. 

’Tis the (port to have the engineer 
Hoi ft with his own petar. Shakejpeare's Hamlet. 

Find all his having and his holding. 

Reduc’d t’ eternal nolle and fcolding; 

The conjugal petard that tears 

Down all portcullices of cars. Hudibras. 

Pete'chial. adj. [hornpetechia, Lat.J Peftilentially fpotted! 
In London are many fevers with buboes and carbuncles 
and many petechial or lpotted fevers. Arhuthnot. 

Pe'ter-wort. n.J. This plant differs from St. John’s-wortj 
only in having a pyramidal fced-veflel, divided into fivq 

n Miller. 

PETIT, adj. [French.J Small; inconfiderable. 

By what (mall petit hints does the mind recover a vanifliino- 
. , South's Sermons. 

PE III ION. n. J. [pititio, Latin.] 

1. Requcll; intreaty; fupplicatioq; prayer. 

We mull propofe unto all men certain petitions incident 
and very material in caufes of this nature. Hooker. 

My next poor petition 

Is, that his noble grace would have fomp pity 

Upon my wretched women. Shakejp. 

Let my life be given at my petition , and my people at my 

. Eflher vii. 3. 

I hou didft choofe this houfe to be called by thy name, and 
to be a houfe of prayer and petition for thy people. 1 Mac. vii. 

2. bingle branch or article of a prayer. 

Then pray’d that lhe might dill poffcft his heart. 

And no pretending rival lhare a part; 

This laft petition heard of all her pray’r. Dryden. 

plicate* TI ° N " V ‘ U ' ^ r ° m the n ° UI1, J To ft,licite i to fu P- 

You have petition'd all the gods 
For my profperity. Shakejp. Coriolanus. 

I he mother petitioned her goddefs to beftow upon them the 
greateft gift that could be given. AdcliJ'on. 

Petitio narily. 
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